Revising a course outline for AAOT Gen-ed Purposes

Here are some hints to help revise your outline so that it meets the updated AAOT gen-ed requirements and is more likely to be certified by the Curriculum Committee:

Remember that the overall purpose is to make it clear that the course content does indeed address the AAOT gen-ed outcomes as set forth in the updated AAOT gen-ed documents.

1. Have the official AAOT gen-ed outcomes handy: Start by making sure you can see the “goalposts.”  You can find the AAOT outcomes for each gen ed category, the ISP standards for course outlines, and the updated outline mapping charts here:

a. AAOT General Education Outcomes & Criteria: http://www.ous.edu/state_board/meeting/dockets/ddoc100107-GenEd.pdf
b. ISP Standards for Course Outline (includes updated Mapping Chart):
http://www2.clackamas.edu/committees/ispc/meetings/2010-10-15/Course%20Outline%20and%20Course%20Syllabus%20Information%20revision%20Oct%202010.doc
2. Consider whether the course really is a good fit: Designating a course as a “gen-ed” course for AAOT purposes is a way to increase the likelihood of its transferability as a gen-ed course both to other community colleges within Oregon and to the 4-year Oregon state universities.  Although CCC has been very liberal about its own gen-ed designations up to now, the price students have paid is that some of CCC’s courses, though acceptable internally as gen-ed courses, have not always transferred that way.  As the new AAOT gen-ed outcomes aim at ensuring transferability of these courses going forward, we need to consider more carefully which courses meet the criteria and therefore are likely to transfer without issue.  

a. If the course you’re revising is commonly accepted for transfer as a gen-ed course already in the Oregon system (common in the case of 100-level survey courses, etc.), then revising the outline should be relatively straightforward as the AAOT outcomes were probably drafted with such courses in mind. You can see if the course is commonly accepted at the major Oregon universities by clicking on the links in the chart below.

	University
	Course Transfer Information

	Easter Oregon University
	http://www.eou.edu/regis/transfer/clcc.html

	Oregon State University
	http://oregonstate.edu/admissions/transfer/scr1140_004878.htm

	Southern Oregon University
	https://banweb.sou.edu/souprd/owa/SOU_Transfer_Equiv.P_Proc_GenEd_Guide

	University of Oregon
	http://registrar.uoregon.edu/tce/index.php?state=OR&school=Clackamas+Community+College


b. On the other hand, if you know that the course you are revising has been refused transfer credit as a gen-ed course by any of the 4-year universities in the past, or if it seems that it may not address all the AAOT gen-ed criteria, you will need to make a particularly strong case in the outline that the course should, indeed, be a gen-ed course.  You may even want to consider whether the focus of the course needs to be adjusted. 

3. Update the Mapping Chart: Outlines already have “outcome mapping charts” that allow you to assign “C,” “S,” or “P” (or blank) for each gen-ed outcome to reflect whether the course completely, substantially, or partially addresses that outcome. Since the official outcomes have been updated, the mapping chart for your course should also be updated.  

a. The basic rule: For a course to meet a gen-ed requirement where two to three courses are required, then every learning outcome included in that gen-ed category on the mapping chart should have at least an “S.” 

b. Note that some courses are mandated to meet a gen-ed requirement on their own. WR 122 and 227 should address W1 and W2 to the “C” level; SP 111 and 112, MTH 105, 111 or higher, must also meet the respective gen-ed requirement at a “C” level.  
c. As far as gen-ed requirements go (the purpose of this document), “P” outcomes and blanks are irrelevant.  If you want to include them as appropriate to the course for other assessment purposes, that is fine.  The Committee won’t look at anything outside the gen-ed outcomes for gen-ed purposes.

4. Match outcomes to outcomes: The student learning outcomes in each gen-ed course should include the AAOT outcomes as a subset.  

a. You can do this by copying/pasting the gen-ed outcomes directly into your course outline’s outcomes section, and then modifying the language so that each outcome obviously refers to the course (this focuses the vague language in the AAOT materials); 

OR

You can do this by checking/showing that the outcomes in your outline, though not created by directly modifying the AAOT ones, still “map” clearly to the AAOT gen-ed outcomes. 

b. You should explicitly reference each AAOT outcome in the outline’s “learning outcomes” section (via a parenthetical reference) since such a reference makes it much easier to see how the course meets requirements. Use the same labeling (e.g. “AL 1” for the first Arts & Letters outcome) as that in the Mapping Chart to make the reference as clear as possible.

5. Include/Address Gen-Ed Criteria: The AAOT outcomes are intentionally (and in some cases infuriatingly) vague.  That’s why along with those outcomes the JBAC has provided specific criteria for each gen-ed category.  These criteria will help you (and the Committee) apply the learning outcomes to your course in a more concrete way.  Although it is not necessary to explicitly reference the criteria as you did with the outcomes, it should be apparent that all of the criteria are addressed by the course outline as defined in its course description, objectives, outcomes, and major topic outline.

6. Approach the Revision Task with the Right Spirit: Appreciate that this effort is both administrative and academic, but should avoid becoming too much of either:

a. Don’t Under-think: Avoid mindless administrative box-checking or cutting/pasting of language.  The language in your outline should be much more tailored to your course than the broad language found in the general guidelines.  

b. Don’t Over think: You could probably find many ways that the outcomes or criteria are hard to apply or fall short of perfection.  Avoid the temptation to spend too much time on this if possible – just give your revision the time and attention that a good-faith documentation of the course’s matching of gen-ed outcomes requires.   If you get stuck on a particular outcome or find yourself spending a long time looking for the right words to make clear that an AAOT criteria has been addressed, ask a colleague or the Committee representatives for some suggestions. 

